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MEXICAN WILDLIFE TREXTY 
PUT IIK’G EE’FXT; EXTDNDS 

U. S. CGXTROL OVER BIRDS 

* * * 

A treaty between the United States and 1.Iexico for the protection of migra- 

tory birds and game m,unmals, which had been pending for a number of ;‘ears, has 

become effective following the excha,nge of ratifications at Washington, D. C., 

by the two Governments, The treaty was made ,uublic by a proclamation by President 

Roosevelt ‘on i&arch 15, 193.7. Laws and regulations under the treaty will be 

administered by the U, S. Department of Agriculture. 

By this treaty, says the U. S. Biological Survey, the authority of the 

United States over migratory birds vfhile they are in this country now has a dual 

basis--Canadian and Mexican treaty obligations-and the three countries are now 

linked in cooperative efforts to extend protection to wildlife in gencr,al. The 

new treaty also provides Federal protection for 140 species and their subspecies 

not protected under provisions of the convention with Great Britain in respect of 

Canada. The treaty in respect of Canada protects birds that migrate between the 

United States and. that country, but many birds that cross the Mexican border in 

their northern migrations do not roach Canada. Among the species added to the 

protected list by the liesican treaty are certain ducks, white-winr:ed doves, 

mockingbirds, thrashers, horn&larks, blackbirds, grackles, cowbirds, phainopcplas, 

buntings, finches, and sparrows. 
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The Kexican treat27 also provides for the future inclusion of other migra- 

tory species Ilwhich the presidents of the United States of America and Mexico may 

determine by common agreement .I’ Neither game mammals nor migratory birds, says 

the treatIT, may be transported; dead or alive, over the lL!exican border nithout a 

permit from the Govcrnmant of each country. 

The convention was signed Fcbrunry 7, 1936, by Josephus Daniels, kerican 

Amba.ssador to Kexico, _I and Elduarso Hqr, Foreign i.Iini st 3r of MjToxi co. Major 3. A. 

Goldman, af the Biological ,$urve;r, and Ing. Eigucl de Quevedo and Juan Zinsar, 

of the Lisxican Departntint of Forestry, Game, and Fish, assisted in the technical 

phases df the negotiations. The U. S. Senate on April 3’3, 1935, advised and con- 

sented t3 the ratificntian of the treaty, and similar <action was taken by the 

Mexican Senate on November 27, 1936,. President Cardenns of Mexico signed the 

ratification decree on December 11. 

An Act of Congress approved b, 7~ President Roosevelt on June 20, 1936, pro- 

vi di ng for the amendment of t’he Kigratorg Bird Treaty Act of 19lS to make the 

law ap;slicable ta the treat;7 with I\lIexico as well as to the treaty in respect to 

Canada, came into force today upon the ~residentt~~roclarnation of the exchange 

of ratificntions 3f the treaty with Mexico. The amended act authorizes the 

appropriation of Be3eral finds for putting into effect the treaties and acts and 

regtllations thereunder, for coogeerati:lg with local authorities in the protection 

of migratory birds, and for m,akis.; necessary investigations, The act provides for 

its administration by the Secretar:r of Agriculture. 

The constitutionality of the Treat:? Act Jf 19lS was sustained bp the 
U. S. Supreme Court in a decision rendered &ril 19, 1920, in the case of the 
State of Misszuri vs. WV7 P. Holla>nd. Holland, then a Federal ge~mc warden, 
was engaged in enforcing the Trostg Act, and the State claimed that the Act was 
an unconstitutional interference with the rights reserved to it by the Tt;nth 
Amendmczt of the Constitution and that thl: Federal warden was, therefore, with- 
out power to enforce the Treaty Act in Missouri. The Court, however, Speaking 
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through Mr. Justice Holmes, held that under Article I, Section 8, the Congress 

could pass an act to execute the terms of the treaty. The only question, there- 

fore, was whether the treaty mas a valid exercise of the constitutional treaty- 

making po::er. The Court held that the treaty Ifdoes not contravene any prohibitory 

gords to be found in the Constitution." 

Other provisions of the Mexican treat, 77 include the limitation of migratory- 

bird hunting to a maximum of b months in each year; closing the season on ducks in 

both countries from Iviarch 10 to September 1; and establishment of refuge zones in 

which the taking of migratory birds vi11 be prohibited, The nev convention t'shall 

remain in force for 15 years and shall be understood to be extended from year to 

year if the high contracting parties have not indicated 12 months in advance their 

intention tc terminate it"'. 

3'amilies of protected birds are specified in the Mexican treaty as follows: 

Migratory game birds: Anatidae (svans, ducks, geese); Rallidae (rails, 

gallinules, and coots); Scolopscidae (woodcock, snipe, and sandpipers); 

Phalaropodidae (phalaropes); Gruidae (cranes); Charadriidae (plovers, turnstones, 

and surfbirds); Recurvirostridae (avocets and stilts); Columbidae (pigeons and 

doves). 

iviigratory nonme birds: Cilculidae (cuckoos, roadrunners, and anis); 

iviicropodidae (swifts); Picidae (T:ood-oeckers); Alaudidae (larks); Paridae (titmice, 

rerdins, and bushtits); Troglodytidae (wens); Mimidae (mockingbirds and thrashers); 

Motacillidae (wagtails and pipits); Ptilogonatidae (silky flycatchers); Vireonidae 

(vireos); Icteridae (meadowlarks, blackbirds, and troupials); Fringillidae (gros- 
beaks, finches, sparrows, and buntings); Caprimulgidae (goatsuckers); Trochilidae 
(hummingbirds); Tyrsnnidae (tyrant flycatchers); Hirundinidae (sz~llovrs); 
Certhiidae (creepers); Pxdidae (thrushes, bluebirds, stonechats, and solitaires); 
Sylviidae (warblers, gnatcatchers, and kinglets); Bombycillidae (wxvings); 
Laniidae (shrikes); Compsothlypidae (ncod warblers); Thraupidae (tanagers). 
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